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Student Mentorship ProgramsPrograms by the Numbers
· Total Mentors – 600
· Total Students – 450
· Total Schools – 17
· Total Programs - 29

· WITS Kindergarten: Starting in 2005, WITS mentors read one-on-one with kindergarten students, helping them build book and print awareness, letter name and sound recognition, and a lifelong love of reading. Mentors commit to working with the same students once a week for one hour to an hour and a half from October–May.
· Mid-day Mentoring: Starting in 2005, WITS mentors travel by bus to Chicago elementary schools to support second and third grade students during the later stages of the transition from learning to read and reading to learn. This significant, and often difficult, milestone requires that students exercise strong foundational literacy skills to comprehend challenging curriculum. Mentors make a weekly or bi-weekly commitment from October–May.
· Workplace Mentoring: Starting in 1999, fourth through eighth grade students travel by bus to Chicago corporate offices for shared reading with their mentors. WITS staff lead literacy-based activities, which foster student-mentor conversation and bonding. Mentors make a weekly or bi-weekly commitment from October–May.

Building Home and Classroom Libraries
· Book ownership creates a sense of pride, encourages year-round reading, and allows students to share their favorite stories with friends and family. By putting culturally specific books in the hands of teachers and students, WITS guarantees perpetuity of impact and access to literacy resources. WITS gives brand-new books to students to take home for summer reading and for teachers to add to their classrooms.Books by the Numbers
· 8,252 books given in 2022
· On average 85 books add to each classroom


WITS & Literacy Stats
· The Illinois State Board of Education estimated that only twenty percent of CPS third graders met literacy benchmarks in 2021 compared to forty percent in 2019.
· According to the U.S. Department of Education, sixty-one percent of low-income families have no age-appropriate children’s books at home.
· 65 percent of WITS students improved their overall attitude toward reading from beginning of the year to end of the year​.
· By the end of the program year, eighty-seven percent of WITS students said they like to read books for fun, up from seventy-four percent at the beginning of the year.
· 80 percent of students said that participating in WITS made them feel good or very good.
· Children growing up in homes with at least twenty books get three years more schooling than children from bookless homes, independent of their parents’ education, occupation, and class, according to the journal Research in Social Stratification and Mobility.
· Almost one in five children between the ages of five and eight do not have a book of their own at home, according to the latest literacy survey by the National Literacy Trust, the highest figure since 2019.
· According to the NPO We Need Diverse Books, in a survey of 2,000 schools, ninety percent of educators believed children would become more enthusiastic readers if they had books reflecting their lives. 

What Your Donation Does
· $1,000 provides an entire classroom of Chicago Public School students with books to take home for the summer.
· $500 provides training and support for volunteer mentors to meet students’ social and emotional needs.
· $250 builds a classroom library for a Chicago Public School teacher.
· $100 adds books to the WITS Program Library so students can read high-interest books all school year.
· $50 sends a student home with a set of brand-new, culturally diverse books for the summer.
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