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There are currently low 
literacy rates in Chicagoé

24%
of 4th grade

CPS students
were at or above 
proficiency levels

éand prevent long-term 

academic harms

4x
more likely to

drop out of 
high school

if not reading at grade 
level by the end of 
third grade

ébut early intervention can 
help reverse this trendé

95%
of children who 

have trouble 
learning

can reach grade level
if they receive 

specialized help 

early on

Source: Book Trust; Chicago Literacy Alliance; NAEPReport Card: Reading, 2019; National 
Institutes of Health 

There is an 
opportunity for WITS 
to make a significant 
impact on literacy 
rates in Chicago
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WITS is the only literacy 
nonprofit best positioned to 
make a significant impact on 
literacy rates in Chicago. 

Uibuŀt!cfdbvtf!WITS provides 
whole-school enrichment by 
layering student and teacher 
literacy programming.
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61
program 
partners

WITS aims to instill in students a 
lifelong passion for reading through 
its longitudinal programming

F
books given

38725
hours of 
literacy 

mentorship 
given

30,708

38,725Early Childhood Summer 
Program
Pre-K

WITS Kindergarten
Kindergarten

Mid-Day Mentoring
2ndĽ3rd grade

Workplace Mentoring
4thĽ8th grade

Rochelle Lee Teacher Award
Elementary school teachers


